A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
(i 170) De Clare himself landed, married Dermot's daughter, and
marched on Dublin. In the year after, just when the storm
was breaking round Henry Plantagenet on account of the Becket
murder, Dermot died, and Richard de Clare became King of
Leinster through the agreement made and by right of his wife.
And here was the first clash between the Irish tribal custom and
the feudal society with which it was now asked to mix and which
was henceforward to try to dominate it. For Irish custom
admitted no such feudal right of succession as that which made
De Clare King of Leinster.
The choice of a local king had lain by immemorial Irish
custom with the nobles, and was not of strict ancestral right.
In all the Romanized part of Western Europe succession by
ancestral right, and by right of marriage, was taken for granted.
In the struggle which followed the superior armament of the
French-speaking nobles confirmed De Clare's power in Lein-
ster, and he held the ports of Dublin and Wexford and Water-
ford; while in the same year Henry himself, after summoning
De Clare as his vassal, landed at Waterford on October 17,1171,
with 500 fully armed knights, 4000 archers, and a considerable
force of other mercenaries. He claimed the lordship of the
whole country, acting upon a Papal document on which he
based his claim to such authority. The small Irish chieftains
of Munster came in to do homage, as did many on the neigh-
bouring borders north and west, though the mass of the North
and West did not appear. A letter from the Pope called on the
hierarchy in Ireland to assist the new regime, St Laurence
O'Toole, the Archbishop of Dublin, and a body of Churchmen
convened for the purpose, accepted Henry's overlordship in the
name of his vicegerent, whom he had left behind, for Henry
himself had gone back to England precipitately on his way to
France to meet the dangers rising against him there from the
rebellions following on the murder of St Thomas.
Almost at once there were further clashes between the feudal
conception of right and the ancient tribal arrangements of
the Irish; but by 1175 a regular arrangement was negotiated
known as the Treaty of Windsor, under which Rory O'Conor,
the High King of Ireland, accepted Henry II, not, indeed, as
King of Ireland, but as his feudal overlord,
The New Taxes and the End of the Reign. We have
seen that the accession of Philip Augustus to the throne of
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